
1.Background-

I. Outline of the Organisation-

Shramajivi Mahila Samity (SMS) is a voluntary organization of the women and for the women & by that section of the society who think for the social upliftment and development of the down-trodden and the poor. Shramajivi Mahila Samity has been established in the year 1995 by virtue of being registered under the societies 

Registration Act. 1860 (Act XXI). The organization has been active and striving towards the social empowerment of women at the grass root level. SMS has focused its activities in East Singhbhum and West Singhbhum district basically in Sonua block of the West Singhbhum district. The organization has been on its continuous endeavor to improve the lives of the people, especially the women and underprivileged sections of the society through Socio-economic measures and effective projects like “SAMUNNATI”, an integrated approach launched by DFID (department for international development) under PACS programme (Poorest Areas Civil Society). These projects are undertaken by SMS with the assistance of the DFID inaugurated on 20th Apr. 2005 in Sonua block.

Shramajivi Mahila Samity lays its focus on four specific areas of survival, development, participation and empowerment. It seeks to work on the identified issues and strategies in collaboration with the local partners who have depth in understanding the burning issues and sufferings of the rural masses. SMS has been active in strengthening the capacities of such local bodies to make interventions wore relevant in their analysis and coping with the diverse framework of the rural community. SMS works towards enhancing the capacities of the local communities by identifying their needs and find out sustainable measures to tackle those needs and fulfill them. Since its inception the Shramajivi Mahila Samity is working with the women of the villages at the grass root level. The organization has been active to coordinate and work with about 20 women organizations either directly organized indirectly in areas in East and West Singhbhum. Its efforts are more concentrated in three blocks namely Patamada, Dumaria and Ghatsila of the East Singhbhum district.

2. Vision of the organization-

Shramajivi Mahila Samity works with a vision to empower women and make them self-reliant by virtue of education, economic independence and social awareness and ensure them a life of dignity, self esteem and morality.
3. Mission of the organization-

Shramajivi Mahila Samity is continuously on its mission to develop a balanced and just society which may provide equal opportunities for both men and women and ensure equal participation in the over-all development of the society.
4. Main objectives of this project are as follows-

The SAMUNNATI project works with the following objectives being a project to eradicate poverty through women empowerment-

· To improve the economic, social and political status of women through development.
· To make women capable of taking appropriate decisions and participate in the Socio-economic development process.

· To equip the women folk with their rights, roles and responsibilities.
· To help them develop skills related to their livelihood, sustainable development, functioning of the panchayats , self-governance, national level functioning etc.
· To make Gram Sabha more active and dynamic and create interest and enthusiasm among the women to participate in the activities of the Gram Sabha.
· To enrich awareness regarding the resources and facilities available with the Gram Sabha.

· To create awareness regarding reproductive health, pregnancy, child birth, Immunization and vaccination, physical and genetic diseases-their effects and preventive measures reduce death rate due to mal nourishment, hunger, poverty and susceptible diseases.
· To create awareness and social conscious ness regarding means of livelihood, self-employment and self-dependence.

· To generate views and information on natural resource management, animal breeding, poultry farming, pisciculture etc.

· To generate information in income generation techniques, micro finance and self finance. 

Purpose of PRA
The basic purpose of “SAMUNNATI” project is to improve and work towards the betterment of the life of the people especially women folk, tribal, underprivileged and downtrodden strata of the society of the selected area by improving the social and economic status.

The project basically caters to study, analyze and find out the over all condition of the people i.e. rural community especially women, conduct assessment and evaluation of needs of the rural community.

The objective behind Participatory Rural Appraisal (PRA) was to collect the findings from the villages under Sonua block-findings related to the rural resources, land & agriculture, source of income, lifestyle patterns, wealth, means of livelihood, migration-its causes and effects on the life of the villagers etc. and then utilize these data and findings for future strategy making in order to improve the lives of the village community.

PRA (Participatory Rural Appraisal) is a process for creating rules and regulations, establish code of conduct, practices etc. to cater to improve and enhance the lifestyles of the rural community. It is a process to understand and realize the realties of the society and the rural community, a system to share and increase the responsibilities among themselves to overcome their problems and final solutions to the diverse issues cropping up day in and day out. PRA also paves a way for the rural community to make themselves capable of analyzing the problems and difficult situations and find out measures that are feasible to tackle the emerging problems. With the adoption of PRA the rural community is able to draw an action plan for the overall stable development of the village as a whole and thereafter assess and evaluate themselves in proper perspective.

PRA was conducted in Sonua village with certain objectives as follows- 
· Participatory Rural Appraisal gives an insight and outlook into the living pattern and lifestyles of the rural community.

· PRA gives an experience regarding the living pattern of the people and creates a sense of attachment and belongingness among themselves. 

· PRA guides the rural society and the inhabitants to own up responsibilities and challenges in life.

· PRA aims at developing understanding and evolve a systematic approach towards life through PRA exercise.

· PRA also serves as a tool to gather information and data so that it can be utilized for present and future plan of action.

· PRA serves as a base to schemes and programmes, the outcomes and effects of the adopted policies while taking care of the constraints, drawbacks, limitations. So that these can be taken care of while formulating new policies.

· PRA should primarily be helpful to the local community and thereby enable them to be more empowered.

· PRA gives an insight into the life style, conditions and livelihood of the villagers.

1. Area Background-  

I. Preface-
West Singhbhum district came into existence when the old Singhbhum district was bifurcated in the year 1990 with nine community development blocks eastern part became East Singhbhum with Jamshedpur being designated as its district headquarter. The remaining 23 community development blocks comprised West Singhbhum district with Chaibasa as its district head quarter. West Singhbhum being the second largest district has been divided into 2 subdivisions and 15 blocks. While Saraikela is a newly formed district with 8 blocks carved out of West Singhbhum in 2001. while West Singhbhum remains with 15 blocks and two administrative subdivisions West Singhbhum district figures as the most backward and underdeveloped district of the state of Jharkhand.

The district has a canopy of hills alternating with villages, steep mountains and deep forests on the mountain slops.

II. Boundaries-

West Singhbhum district forms the southern part of the newly created Jharkhand state and is spread over 210 68’ and 230 36’ north latitude and 850 0’ and 860 54’ longitude. The district is situated at a height of 244 meter above the sea level and has an area of 5351.41 square kilometers. The district is bounded on the north by Ranchi district, saraikela-kharsawa lies on the East, while Keonjhar, Mayurbhanj and Sundergarh districts of Orissa on the Southern side and district of Gumla on the western side.
III. Area Profile-

The Sonua block is situated 54 Kms from the district head quarter (Chaibasa) and falls under Chakradharpur sub-division. This block comprises of 18 panchayats and 172 villages and the total population (according to information of the block in 2003) is 98,026. The segregation of population community wise is as follows-

Schedule tribe        -65,163

Schedule caste       -4,589

Backward caste     – 24,424 

& Others               - 4,450.

The total area of the Sonua block is 89,291 Acres, out of which 22,880.09 Acres is covered by forests.

IV. Climatic Condition-

The climate of the block is generally dry due to barrier of  hills in the South east. It is welcomed by summer season from the months of March to May, followed by rainy season from June to October and shivers of winter season is seen in months of November to February. The unpleasant scorching heat of the summer season is predominated by prevailing hot westerly winds, while the winter season is soothing. The rainfall is the highest in the months of July and August. The annual average rainfall is about 1,422 mm. in the district. Monsoon generally breaks in the second week of June. December-January are the coldest months. While April-May are the hottest months.
V. Village Profile-

a. Social characteristics-

Sonua block is dominated by 70% tribal population followed by 20% Schedule Caste and 10% backward including other castes. Among the tribal population “Ho” are the majority who follow “Sarna Dharma” and are nature worshippers. Another faith commonly followed is Christianity. Hence mixed population exhibits mixed culture in the villages. “Ho” and “Mundari” are the commonly spoken language.
b. Livelihood- 
The basic means of livelihood are agriculture, farming and agricultural produce. Forest produce and Bidi making are other parallel sources of income. Agriculture is totally rain dependent resulting into unequal produces compelling the inhabitants to hunt alternative sources of income. Very few people possess their own land who are of the highest level in well being ranking. Majority of the population strive on meager income working as agricultural labor, construction labor etc. No major minerals are available in this block. Migration is another feasible option to raise their source of income.
c. Status and beliefs-

Like any other rural society, the women are the trouble bearers. They have to face and handle more responsibilities, challenges and maintain social stigma. There are certain evil taboos and beliefs that certain women are “Dayans” (witches) who are tortured physically and socially. The burden of poverty is borne by women in tribal society as they are the economic hubs in the family. Most of the work inside and outside the house is shouldered by the women folk. In spite of all the above, the participation of women was complete in all activities except tilling the land. Decision making empowerment is seen pertaining to all economic matters, domestic matters, households affairs etc. Alcoholism is a common phenomena in both sexes, usually women restrict liquor intake to festive and social occasions. Alcoholism caters to poverty as well. Major hindrances to the development of the rural community is illiteracy, unawareness of the significance of education in overall development, ignorance in handling minor issues of disputes etc, lack of governance due to non existence of Gram Sabha  and the other glaring hindrances.

d. Social customs-

Birth- when a child is born, amidst social celebration naming of the child is performed at the age of nine days.

Death- When a death occurs, the dead body is buried; with functions being held in three days, and then after one year.
Marriage- As such no specific marriage system is established according to history and the boys & girls among the tribals choose their own partner for marriage according to their tastes, likes & dislikes etc. at proper age. Such partners are accepted by the society and the marriage is performed. Thus a self-reliant society promotes freedom and liberty of expression. But with change of market to consumerism, women have lost their dignity and status. No child marriage system exists as such. It is an accepted custom of men marrying more than one woman at a time which promotes feeling of insecurity among women.
e. Prevailing life style-

Food  Habits- Generally the rural community takes two meals a day and prefer rice to chappatis. Usually most of them are non-vegetarians especially during ceremonial and festive occasions. They are fond of chicken and mutton. Fermented rice liqor prepared by themselves popularly known   as “Hadia” or “Rass” is much in use as liquor. Alcoholism is practically a daily affair. Consumption of milk and milk products is not very popular.
e.Housing-
Majority of the people possess houses with country tiles which is very easily damaged. Monsoon outbreak causes further damage to the roofs which seek urgent repair and reconstruction. They get wooden batons from the jungle or purchase the same in the local market at minimal price. After the rainy season passes off ; or just before the arrival of Deepawali all the outside walls are coated with a layer of mud.
f. Dressing-

The dressing sense of the village folk is very simple and they dress only according to the comfort they need. Men wear dhotis while women wear simple sarees. Children go for readymade garments. Usually festivals and ceremonies are the only times they purchase new clothings.
g. Furniture’s & fixtures-
 They do not have the concept of furniture as such except rope cots and rope stools (Khatia & machia). They also use cots made of wood and mats.

h. Festivals-

The common festivals of the tribals are as follows-

1.Baha- comes generally in the month of March-April. Baha means “flower” which is celebrated during spring season.

2. Maghe- Usually falls in the month of February –march. The festival is celebrated after harvesting of crops and is the festival of the “Ho” tribes.
3.Makkar Sankranti- the main festival of the Jharkhand as a whole is “Makkar Sankranti” celebrated by followers of all faith. This comes in the month of January and is also in celebration of harvesting new crops. Delicious food is prepared by all communities out of new crops.
Other festivals like “Herow” and “Jomnana” are also celebrated which means paddy plantation and ceremony of eating new cereals respectively.
i. Migration-

Migration is a very common phenomenon seen in Sonua block. Basically during PRA it was observed that people do not have source of income throughout the year. Usually only the highest level (income-wise) people who have their own landed property are able to procure food throughout the year besides having extra income by virtue of storage of Grains for scarcity times. The second class of people has food for 9 months a year and miscellaneous income for 3 months is accumulated by migrating to other places for employment during adverse conditions. The majority migrate are landless labors and they migrate after there is no work on agricultural land. This is seasonal migration for extra income when they are rendered workless. Bidi mazdoors also seek seasonal migration. The girls aged between (12-18 years) migrate to the adjoining cities of Bengal, Orissa etc. and these girls belong to families of landless labours.
Causes of migration-
1. Lack of employment throughout the year.

2. Poor wages for contract labours.

3. Want to supplement their meager income from seasonal migration.

4. Provision to enhance their income by virtue of migration to other places.

Effects of Migration-

Migration has a serious repercussion on the lifestyles of the village community. Some of the serious drawbacks are as follows-
· Families which migrate to the urban areas are compelled to live a miserable life in the slum areas of the cities. They are deprived of basic amenities like drinking water, sanitation, housing, health, education etc. and hence they are deprived of many such basic things. This directly has an adverse affect on the health of the women and children. Such drastic living conditions are hazardous to the lives of women and children. Low income renders them uneducated in cities.

· Families that migrate to the urban areas and dwell in the slums are not entitled to welfare facilities like public distribution system, maternity benefits, other government schemes launched in rural areas like rural Rozgar yojna, Indira Awas yojna, Prime Minister Gramodaya yojna etc.
· If an individual from any family migrates, the children and the women in the family are prone to exploitation prevalent in the society.   
i. Land Pattern-
The land of Sonua block is of mixed type ranging from upland, low lying land, barren land, fertile land etc. the soil of the district has been classified into the following types namely Rocky soil, Red soil and black soil. The percentage of agriculture land which is almost negligible.
J. Natural Resources-

The natural resources include forest and water. The average annul rainfall of the block is about 1400 mm. which is not adequate for irrigational purposes. There are about 268 pounds in the project area and 18 rivers and river lets. Water harvesting techniques can assist in storing more water for irrigational purposes. Forest is deep penetrating and some of the common forest produce is Sal, Mahua, Jamun, Mango, Custard apple, Babool etc. The villagers also collect forest products and sell the forest produce in the local market in order to supplement their family income, but this is a seasonal phenomena.
K. Transport and Communication-
The easiest accessible means of transport from the block to the district headquarter is bus and train and the roads connecting the block to the various villages are in a very awful condition that get water laden during rainy season. Lack of proper maintenance can be seen easily. There are no other modes of communication in the village. Links from one village to other is by Kuccha road and steeped slopes.
L. Education and Welfare- 
There is dearth of consciousness pertaining to education and its benefits. Very few schools exist in the block with poor infrastructure and very few families send their children to imbibe learning. One health centre exists in the name of hospital which is a primary centre at the block level and about 25 sub-centers are there. The number of ANM is less than what is required in the block due to which health services are not qualitative at the sub-centers and primary health centre.

There are about 127 Aanganbari centers in this block and about five supervisors have been posted in this block but presently only two supervisors are working on a regular basis. As a matter of fact, there is a deficient number of Aanganbari sevikas as well resulting in poor quality of services being rendered by the Aanganbari Kendra. There is lack of youth clubs, village gymnasiums and community centers. Hence entertainment has taken a back seat in the lives of inhabitants of the Sonua block.

M. Governance-  

The proper governance system is a complete failure as the Panchayati system is the backbone of village governance. But kudos to the government and bureaucratic nepotism that even in the 21st century the villages do not possess any government as such due to non holding of Panchayat elections. Thus Gram Sabha and gram panchayats are all mere eyewash on pen and paper exclusively. Direct control of the block development officer makes almost impossible and tedious for a single authority to manage and handle the entire affairs of the villages in the block. However the efforts of the community based organizations like SMS has given a breathing space to the Gram Sabha. The Gram Sabha has found its identity, identified its role and is active in the constitution of self governance and development of the village as a whole.
2. Demographic profile of the Sonua block-   
Source- Census 2001.

Establishment of the Sonua block-

	1.
	Geographical area
	89,291.21 Acre

	2.
	Agricultural Land
	12,999.85 Acre

	3.
	Irrigated land
	4,331.44 Acres

	4.
	Un-irrigated land
	8,442.09 Acres

	5.
	Forest Land
	

	6. 
	Barren Land
	550.95 Acres

	7.
	Waste Land
	1,044.23 Acres

	8. 
	No. of Panchayats
	

	9.
	Total no. of villages
	172

	10.
	Total population
	43,684

	11.
	Male population
	20,161

	12.
	Female population
	19,798

	13.
	Total families
	9,180

	14.
	Total households
	7,234

	15.
	SC families
	514

	16.
	ST families 
	5,238

	17.
	OBC families
	3,428

	18.
	Other
	

	19.
	Literate Male
	

	20.
	Literate Female
	

	21.
	Adolescent boys(12-18 years)
	941

	22.
	Adolescent girls (12-18years)
	3063



· PRA was conducted in 50 villages out of the sample 65 villages falling in 6 panchayats.
· PRA was conducted for a duration of 3 months beginning from July 15th 2005 to Sept. 15th 2005 though it was delayed by a month due to the intervening acute rainy season and the harvesting season.

· PRA was conducted generally at 9:00 AM and/organized in the second half around 3:00 PM onwards with lantern lights. Usually it took 4 hrs at a stretch.
· PRA was conducted usually in the premises of the panchayat bhavan, Aanganbari centers of the concerned villages. But where there was no such bhavan, the sitting arrangement was made under the shade of a tree in the open field. The sitting arrangement was done by the village people by making every body sit comfortably on the rope cot, mat and plastic daris. The people showed great interest and enthusiasm in doing PRA work.

· The materials used for the PRA work were Chuna (limestone), Neel (Indigo), sand, chalk, and chart paper and sketch pens.

· The total number of participants for PRA were 2,736 out of which 1201 were male and 1.535 were female while the total number of families included in the sample were 9,180.
· The duration fixed was two days per village for the PRA work.


The methodology used for PRA work is as follows:
1. Door to door contact-

Easier before imitating the PRA work, door to door contact with the people in every village was done. Contact with the people in every village was done to establish a personal interaction with them, talk out to them and explain the need of data collection for PRA, find out their cooperation level in the PRA work and check their interest level so that we could try to attain our objectives of PRA. This was effective as the villager’s response was very positive. Door to door contact also gave us an idea whether our line of approach was effectively organized or not. 
 2. Contact and Feedback from prominent personalities-
This mode was adopted to establish contact with prominent personalities of the village. Such personalities have a social status and image in their area and thus they are well equipped to mobilize and motivate the masses. These people can furnish reliable and significant feedback which can be put in the form of data.
3. Village Meetings-

Regular village meetings that took place in the villages was another valuable method of PRA. However, more number of village meetings were organized as required for PRA work. The meetings were well attended by people and they come in large numbers to attend these meetings. However in the later part, the harvesting season and the rainy season interrupted the meetings to a seasonable extent.
4.Mappings-
This methodology was used to gather information using different tools as hereunder-

i. Social Mapping- 

The tool of social mapping is a practical approach to express the life and conditions of the villagers through maps and sketches. The social maps give a detailed view of the different communities in the village, the total number of households, the number of families, the trends of employment, institution and job migration details etc.
ii. Resource Mapping-
The natural resources available in the village are categorized as namely (a) Natural resources (b) government resources and (c) community resources. The natural resources like rivers, mountains, forests, springs, drains, stone mines etc. are marked in the resources maps with different marks. The government facilities are termed as government resources which include schools, hospitals, post office, public distribution systems, banks etc. and were marked in the resources mapping. The communities resources are the resources of the locality and include town halls, akharas, gymnasiums etc. are analyzed and the issues which affect the resources have been identified and shown.
iii. Trend analysis-
 Trends occupy an important place in PRA. Through this exercises, the multiple changes of a village organized an area can be analyzed. This also helps in the study of changes brought in different aspects such as production, environment, trees, forest, rains, wood, population, distance of filling drinking water etc. Attempts are also made to know the changes brought about in the village. Trend analysis is done among the families of Bidi 
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making labors and on the utilization of land, crops, fertility of the land, diseases, investment, number of animals, labours and their employment etc.

iv. Seasonal analysis-

The seasonal analysis is a methodology adopted to measure such components which are season based. Some of such components wherein seasonal analysis can be done are crop rotation, irrigation work, forest produce, drinking water, migration, festivals and diseases etc. This was done with different groups and different categories. The process of seasonal analysis undertaken was-
· Subject was selected.

· Subject wise participative group was selected.

· Time and place was fixed according to the convenience of the participants.

· All the participants were acquainted with the objectives.

· All the participants were encouraged to provide month wise information. 
V. livelihood analysis-

In order to find out the lifestyles and conditions of the villagers, it is very important to know their livelihood. The livelihood analysis gives an insight about the major occupations undertaken by the people, the level of income, the source of income, means of livelihood etc. seasonal analysis is done annually for the people who migrate so that it is known in which month the people migrate.

VI. Chappati mapping-

Chappati mapping is one of the medium wherein an individual or an organization can see, understand the capacity of the organization and cause of their behaviors.
VII. Well Being/Wealth ranking-

Wealth process has been used in PRA. This classification has been done on the basis of wealth, property and glamour. This is an important process in determining the programmes. Through this process, the measuring level of rich and poor can be reviewed. The families based on agriculture have been identified accordingly. The village community is divided in different categories and each category differs from one another. The needy people are identified the hive’s and have knots so that useful programmes for them can be formulated.

· Prior to PRA an environment was created in the village by our community workers, influential people of the villages like Manki Munda, teachers, Aanganbari sevikas and other important persons. These important people of the villagers were contacted personally.
· The community workers went from house to house in order to contact the people and discussed about PRA with them.

· The community workers consulted the Munda and a date and venue for PRA was fixed accordingly to the convenience of the villagers.
· This was followed by the community workers moving about the villagers     

          and informed them about their objectives after the observation of the 
          Situation.

· The people participated in large numbers in PRA work.

· The participants were interviewed and based on these interviews, information about the community as a whole was gathered.

Target groups-
The target group included.

· Women specially oppressed and the suppressed class.

· Adolescents specially girls.

· Bidi mazdoors.

· BPL families, Annapurna and Antodaya families.

· Migrating families.

· Landless families.

· Women based families.

· Artisans & other skilled people etc.

PRA findings and analysis-

Demographic findings- 

Village wise code-

The sample of 49 villages covered for PRA belonged to six panchayats. Nine villages coded from 1 to 9 are of Tunia Gajpur panchayat coded serially as Baljori, Nawagaon, Belpose, Jharganow, Tunia Gajpur, Bikrampur, Chankata and Chandipose. The next 8 villages coded serially as 10 to 17 are of Sonua Jorapokhar panchayat namely Parsa, Mahuldiaha, Rupapose, Sonapose, Jorapokhar, Massikuder, Madhupur and Narangasai. The next Six villages coded serially as 18 to 23 fall in Bhalurungi panchayat namely Shashikala, Bhalurungi, Binka, Rengalbera, Saraspose and Laxmipose. The next six villages coded serially as 24 to 29 falls in Aasantalia panchayat namely Ragohai, Bendhamara, Konkowa, Debangbir, Taira and Aasantalia. The next thirteen villages coded as 30 to 42 are of Segaisai panchayat namely Dhalboni, Madanghahir, Bonuwa, Rajganow. Golasai, Aaharbera, Golemundia, Kulundu and Simbada. The remaining seven villages coded as 43 to 49 are of Porahat panchayat namely Udania, Porahat, Bhutnasha, Arjunpur, Sarandopose, Udonchowka and Jhingamircha.
Village wise population-

The total population of 49 villages selected for PRA is 43,684 out of total households of 7,234. the total number of families covered under PRA is 9,137. The village with the highest population is Porahat of Porahat panchayat and its population is 2770 closely followed by Debangbir having a population of 2600 of Aasantalia panchayat. However 10 village are depopulated i.e. no population resided here. The village with the lowest population is Mashirkudar village falling in Sonua Jorapokhar panchayat with a population of only 253 closely followed by Rupapose having population as 284. The population ranges from dense to Scanty in different villages of the Sonua block. However maximum households and families are covered from tiara village of Aasantalia panchayat, closely followed by Debangbir village of the same panchayat covering 400 households with equal number of families. However, the lowest no. of households and families covered are 43 and 45 respectively of Mashirkudar village in Sonua Jorapokhar panchayat. The second in line with the lowest families and households covered being 54 of Saraspose village in Bhalurungi panchayat and Belpose of Tunia Gajpur panchayat being third in number of wherein 58 families are only covered and equal number of households.

	Village wise population
	

	
	

	Total population
	43,684

	Total households
	7,234

	Total families
	9137

	Total male
	20,161

	Total female
	19,798

	Total ST's families
	5,318

	Total SC's fam
	525

	Total OBC's fam
	3,524


The pattern of participation in PRA was more or less equal so far as the involvement of males and females is concerned. Altogether 20,161 males participated in the PRA process as compared 19,798 females.

However if the ratio is seen male to female is 1.02:1.00. However village wise male to female ratio of participation is very irregular. Almost there are 50% villages where participation of the female is more than male participation. This is an encouraging fact that our PRA exercise could motivate and inspire the women community to take part actively in PRA. SMS owes its success to the active role of the women in PRA. Maximum males 1368 and 1352 females participated from Porahat village of Porahat panchayat. The least participation among the males is 80 from Mashirkudar village in Sonua Jorapokhar panchayat and 95 among the females is from Saraspose from Bhalurungi panchayat. However equal participation of male and female is from Taira village in Aasantalia panchayat and Mashirkudar village from Segaisai panchayat.
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The Sonua block is inhabited majority by the schedule tribes hence ST's participation in the PRA was maximum as compared to the schedule castes and other backward castes. The total ST's that took part in the PRA are 5,318 and 3,524 OBC’s. The least number of SC’s taking part in the PRA was 525. The maximum ST's were from Debangbir from Aasantalia panchayat i.e. 345 closely followed by Rajganow being 341 from Segaisai panchayat. The least number of ST's was zero from Madhupur villages while 2 SC’s and 70 OBC’s participated. Saraspose also had no ST's participating. 27 villages had zero SC’s taking part in PRA. Which is more than 50%. Udaipur is one village where SC’s were 115, who took part in PRA. Out of 3,524 total OBC’s, 1009 i.e. 28.6% of them were from Rajganow village of Segaisai panchayat. However OBC’s did not figure in certain villages namely Jhingamircha & Porahat panchayat and Mashirkudar in Sonua Jorapokhar panchayat. As low 1,2,3,4,5 OBC’s were seen participating in PRA from villages like Laxmipose from Bhalurungi panchayat, Chankata from Tunia Gajpur panchayat, Rengalbera from Bhalurungi, Kulundu from Segaisai panchayat and Udaipur from Porahat panchayat.

Age group Details-

The age-group data was collected separately for boys and girls taking the range of 3 years for e.g. 0-3, 3-6, 6-9 and onwards. The maximum number of boys is in the age category of boys 6-9 years. The number being 1405 similarly maximum number of girls i.e. 1319 girls are in the age group of 6-9 years closely followed by 1296 boys in the 9-12 age category and 1267 girls in the age category of 3-6 years. Both boys & girls aggregate in the age category of 12-18 years is the least i.e. 763 and 839 respectively. The total number of boys is 5,935 and girls are 5,864.

	Age Group Details

	

	
	

	Boys 0-3 age group
	1275

	Girls 0-3 age group
	1219

	Boys 3-6 age group
	1196

	Girls 3-6 age group
	1267

	Boys 6-9 age group
	1405

	Girls 6-9 age group
	1319

	Boys 9-12 age group
	1296

	Girls 9-12 age group
	1217

	Boys 12-15 age group
	763

	Girls 12-15 age group
	839
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Adolescent Details-

The total number of adolescents in the 49 villages of the Sonua block is 2940 out of which 1,538 are boys & 1,669 are girls i.e. adolescent girls are 49% and adolescent boys are 57%. However there are four villages where no adolescent boys and/organized girls exist i.e. the age group of 12-18 years had no boys organized girls. These villages are namely are Konkow in Aasantalia panchayat, Madangjahir, Banjira and Simbada all in Segaisai panchayat. Besides there are no adolescent boys in Tunia village as well in Tunia Gajpur panchayat.

Highest number of both adolescent boys and girls are respectively 110 and 90 in Golemundia village in Segaisai panchayat loosely followed by 92 boys in Shashikala village in Bhalurungi panchayat and 85 girls in Baljori village in Tunia Gajpur panchayat.
	Adolescent Details

	

	Total No. of Adolescent Boys
	1538

	Total No. of Adolescent Girls
	1669
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Scholing details-

The survey collected total number of boys is as 5,935 and 5,864 girls. Out of 5,935 boys the number of school going boys are 2,860 and school not going boys are 1,415 which is altogether 4,275. The remaining 1,660 boys are actually kids. The total number of school going girls is 2,450. Hence the number of school not going girls and kids are 3,414. The school not going girls is 58.2% as compared to 33-1% school not going boys. The maximum number of school going boys is 194 from Taira village in Aasantalia panchayat followed by a close 183 from Bhalurungi in Bhalurungi panchayat. However maximum boys not going to school hails from village Baljori in Tunia Gajpur panchayat being 191. The maximum number of school going girls is 163 from Bikrampur in Tunia Gajpur panchayat. however an interesting fact is that there are zero number of each school going boys, school going girls and school not going boys from Binka village in Bhalurungi panchayat.
	Schooling Details

	

	 
	 

	School going Boys
	2860

	School going Girls
	2450

	School Not going Boys
	1523

	School Not going Girls
	1734
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Human resources-
So far as the occupation is concerned the inhabitants primarily adopt agriculture as the main occupation. However certain people are skilled in various areas and thus practice the same as secondary occupation. Thus these secondary occupations provides human resources to the Sonua block. There are a total of 199 teachers in the block. However, there are seven villages without a single teacher. These villages are namely Chandipose in Tunia Gajpur panchayat, Mahuldiaha in Sonua Jorapokhar panchayat, Aasantalia in Aasantalia panchayat, Golasai, Aaharbera and Kulundu all in Segaisai panchayat and Udniya in Porahat panchayat. The highest number of teachers are available in Binka village i.e. 16 teachers falling in Bhalurungi panchayat.

There are only 26 doctors as against 94 Baidhyas in the 49 villages covered in PRA. The ratio of doctors to baidhys is 1:4 which shows that the villagers give more emphasis to medical treatment by Baidhyas rather Doctors. Doctors are seen only in Madhupur, Shashikala, Bhalurungi, Binka, Saraspose and Laxmipose all in Bhalurungi panchayat, Aasantalia, Rajganow and Udonchowka. The maximum number of Baidhys are 16 in Konkowa in Aasantalia panchayat and followed by 12 Baidhs in Bikrampur in Tunia Gajpur panchayat. Aanganbari centre is a prominent feature of the villages but it is an unfortunate fact that these centre lack requisite number Aanganbari sevikas. There are only 58 Aanganbari sevikas in 49 villages i.e. 1.2 sevika per village. This kind of a poor infrastructure shows that development has to begin from scratch and needs lot of effort. Even though villages have 1 organized 2 sevikas, they lack required skills and resources to enable the pace of development. Among other skills Raj mistri is another skilled area where a total 239 artisans are found. Highest number of artisans are 25 in Jharganow in Tunia Gajpur panchayat. There are 37 Mitti karigars in total 17 being in Udonchowka village in Porahat panchayat and 12 in Porahat. There are 121 carpenters altogether in 49 villages. Training can enhance the skills in this area and provide sustenance by adopting this occupation. There are 33 blacksmith in 49 villages which shows that this occupation is very rarely adopted. There are only 27 die-makers hence not very popular and only 12 potters are all from Aasantalia village in Aasantalia panchayat.           

	Human Resources 

	

	Total no. of Teachers
	199

	Doctors
	26

	Aangan wari Sevika
	49

	Raj mistri
	268

	Sand/Mitti karigar
	37

	Carpenters
	146

	Black smith
	33

	Baidhys
	94

	Die
	27

	Potter
	5
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Livelihood Pattern-

Though the inhabitants of the Sonua block adopt agriculture as the major source of livelihood and dependence on agriculture is the most. 3750 families are dependent on agriculture in 49 villages i.e. 76.5% families per village adopt the occupation which is not a bad figure though this also depends on the number of families per village. Maximum 300 families adopt agriculture as the main occupation each in Baljori in Tunia Gajpur panchayat and Debangbir in Aasantalia panchayat out of total families of 350 and 450 respectively. The lowest percentage where people depend on agriculture is 3.9% in Taira in Aasantalia panchayat followed by 9% in Bendhmara of the same panchayat.

The second major occupation is Bidi mazdoor where people depend for livelihood. A total of 1698 families depend on Bidi mazdoori. Maximum Bidi mazdoors are found in Porahat in Porahat panchayat wherein 230 families are engaged in this occupation followed by 150 families in Debangbir  village in Aasantalia panchayat. however there are six villages wherein no families engage in Bidi mazdoori. This class of people are actually the exploited class, residing much be bone the poverty line, do not get the actual rate for their hard labour etc. though due to the efforts of our organization govt. linkage has begun for this section of people. 
	Livelihood Pattern/practices

	 
	 (Families)

	Agriculture 
	3750

	Forest Produces
	77

	Artisans
	297

	Brick Klin
	203

	Bidi Mazdoors
	1692

	Daily wages
	715

	Migration
	1515

	Raj Mistri
	239

	Carpenters
	121

	Pottery
	12

	 
	 


The aforesaid occupation is closely followed by migration where 1515 families migrate to meraly commercial areas in search of better business prospects. 16.07% of the families migrate to areas like Tata, Dhanbad, Chaibasa etc. to earn their livelihood. The main reason identified behind migration is landlessness, marginal and small farmers get less wages etc. migration leads to a number of bad effects like bad health due to pollution, compelled to live in slums, poor sanitation, lack of safe drinking water etc; harmful effects of city life, deprivation of welfare facilities in the villages like PDS system etc. highest number of 200 families migrate from the Debangbir village in Aasantalia panchayat. However no record of migration was got from  nine villages namely Belpose and Chankata in Tunia Gajpur panchayat, Binka in Bhalurungi panchayat, Madangjahir, Golasai, Aahaarbera, Kulundu and Simbada all in Segaisai panchayat.   
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Another very easily adopted occupation is the daily wage laborers. This is more of a compulsion rather then choice for the landless, BPL and marginal families. 715 families are engaged as daily wage earners. However the sample of 49 villages shows only 25 villages with daily wages families and 50% of the villages have no daily wages families. Maximum daily wage earners 60 families out of 71 from Golaisai village i.e. 84.5%. 297 families are involved in income from artisan skills. Udaipur from Segaisai panchayat alone contributes 97 families. Artisan skills are found only in eight villages namely Nawaganow and Tunia from Tunia Gajpur, Mashirkudar village, Dhalboni, Madangjahir, Udaipur and Simbada all in Segaisai panchayat and Udonchowka and Jhingamirch from Porahat panchayat. Training and input can enhance this skill and thereby source of income.

Another occupation found in few numbers was that of Rajmistri where 239 families were engaged and Brick kiln where 203 families practiced. There are about 121 carpenters all over in 49 villages carved in PRA. Only 94 families worked in stone mines in 49 villages out of which 50 are solely from Bikrampur in Tunia Gajpur panchayat. Forest reserves are so scanty in the block that people cannot depend on it as a means of livelihood. Thus only 77 families are dependent on forest produce out of which 50 are alone from Udaipur in Segaisai panchayat. This indicates that Udaipur is endowed with good forest reserves. Only 12 families engage in pottery making and only from one village namely Aasantalia in Aasantalia panchayat. 
A. Family status-

The general family status of villagers of Sonua block is not very sound. There are only 125 pucca houses in majority of 25 being in Sonapose village of Sonua Jorapokhar and 18 being in Rajgaon village of Segasai panchayat. Rajgaon tops the list among Kaccha house as well with total of 29. However, the total number of Kachha houses is 328 i.e almost three times of the pucca houses. Though the villages of Sonua block take the lead in Khapra houses. A solid 6780 households have Khapra houses, out of 7234 households i.e 93.7% are khapra houses, which projects the popularity of Khapra houses. Out of a total families of 9,137 in the sample of 50 villages, 738 families are above poverty line. 4,568 families lie below the poverty line i.e 48.7%, while 195 families are Antodaya families’ i.e 2.02%. only 17.08% of the family is Annapurna families figure being 1661. Nine villages have no population above poverty line namely Sonapose and Jorapokhar falling in Sonua Jorapokhar panchayat. Other villages are Binka in Bhalurungi panchayat, Ragohai in Aasantalia panchayat, Dhalboni in Segasai panchayat, Aahorbera village again in Segasai and Arjunpur and Saradipose in Porahat panchayat. One common trend is that in every village 75-85% of the population is BPL. Hence the economic status of the block as a whole is very grim and hopeless. Madhupur village is a economically strong village as only 4 families are BPL out of 135.

The role and significance of women is not encouraging as very few families are being headed by women is 45 is Segasai 35.5% families are headed by women.

Hence the Segasai village can be set as an example for other villages. A total 36% villagers i.e 18 out of 50 villagers have no families headed by women which indicate the bondage and suppression of the women class. Another 32 families are headed by women in Debangir village of Aasantalia panchayat out of 450 families. Only Arjunpur village of Porahat panchayat is the odd man out with 15 families having single guardian out of 164 families so far as the migration trend is concerned five villages namely Belpose in Tunia gajpur panchayat, Mahuldiha and Madhupur of Sonua Jorapokhar panchayat, Konkowa of Aasantalia panchayat and Bhutnasa village of Porahat panchayat have zero migrating families. Migration is as low as 5,3,6 etc families migrating in Ruppose, Sonapose, Jorapokhar, Mashirkudar, Lakshipose, Mahisabera, Bonuwa and Simbada. About 44% of the family migrates from Debangir village of Aasantalia panchayat for alternative sources of income and 42% migrates from Baljori village of Tunia Gajpur panchayat.
	Family Status 

	

	
	

	Total No of Households
	7234

	Total No of Pukka House
	122

	Total No of  Kachha House
	339

	Total No of Khapra House
	6747

	Total No. of APL Family
	738

	Total No. of BPL Family
	4568

	Total No. Of AD Family
	1652

	Total no. of AP Family
	190

	Total no. of Wom Head Families
	297

	Total Of Sing Guardian Families
	15

	Total No. of Migration Family
	1538

	Total No. of Handicap Families
	0

	Total No. of Landless family
	628

	Total No.Bidi work families
	1789

	Total No. of Artisan families
	259
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So far as the landless families are concerned about ten villages have zero landless families. However other 40 villages project landless. But the gluing example is Village Dhalboni of Segasai panchayat wherein 103 families are landless etc of 105 families i.e almost 100% landless is observed. There are a maximum number of Bidi workers i.e 150 families out of 450 families in village Debangir in Aasantalia panchayat i.e about 33.3% and 47.3% in Aasantalia panchayat. There are no Bidi workers in Chandipose of Tunia Gajpur panchayat, Mahuldiha and Madhupur both of Sonua Jorapokhar panchayat, Kulundu in segasai panchayat and Bhutnasa of porahat panchayat. As high as 72.5% families are Bidi workers in 
Parsa village of Sonua Jorapokhar panchayat. As high as 97 families out of 105 are Artisans in Dhalboni village of Segasai panchayat being 92.3% whereas 42 villages of the 50 sample are bereft of artisans totally.

 Family resources-
Out of sample of 50 villages none of the villages possess land within the family; hence they work in the land of the others. Hence they are not very strong financially and resource wise. There are only 4 family wells owned by 4 households in Tunia village of Tunia Gajpur panchayat out of 155 households, ie only 2.6%. the total number of families ponds is 9 in 50 villages 4 each in Ragohai village of Aasantalia panchayats and Mahisabera village in segasai panchayat and one village pond in Konkowa in Aasantalia panchayats. As the families are landless they do not have the concept of tractors as well and so there are no families that have tractors. There are only three villagers that have family shops. Jhargabow village of Tunia Gajpur panchayats has 7 families having shops and 4 families having shops each in village in Udaipur and Aahorbera in segasai panchayat. However animal rearing is observed as an alternative source of income after agriculture. There are a good 147 families in Gajpur village of Tunia Gajpur panchayat having animals. The highest number of families having animals is 305 in Shashikala village of Bhalurungi panchayat. Whereas Udonchowka and Jhingamircha village of Porahat panchayat have 180 and 177 families having animals respectively ie 83.3% and 82.6%.

C. Animals in the family-
Animals rearing is more of an income raising occupation than a past time which is clear from the number of animals possessed by the families. They keep milk giving animals like cows, goats & buffaloes. Other animals tended are hens and ducks, oxen, sheep and pigs. The highest number of animals is possessed by the village Baljori of Tunia Gajpur panchayat having 280 buffaloes and 290 hens. Second being Debangir village in Aasantalia panchayat having 492 animals having 220 hens and 205 buffaloes. This suggests that milking animals especially buffaloes are the preffered lot while hens coming second being poultry animals. Thus a total 2,088 buffaloes are there in 45 villages and 5,119 hens. The least number of pigs ie only 153 exist in 45 villages. However there is no information about animals from four villages namely Gajpur in Tunia Gajpur panchayat, Shashikala in Bhalurungi panchayat, Bendhmara in aasantalia panchayat and Mahisabera in segasai panchayat.   
	Animals in the Family

	 

	Total No. of Cow
	550

	Total No. of Goat
	775

	Total No. of Buffalo
	2088

	Total No. of Hen
	5119

	Total No. of Ox
	976

	Total No. of Duck
	314

	Total No. of Sheep
	501

	Total No. of Pig
	153
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D. Occupation wise family details-

The people in the villages take up agriculture as an occupation mostly as agriculture is backbone of their livelihood. About 300 families out of 350 indulge in agriculture from Baljori village in Tunia Gajpur panchayat i.e 85.5% families depend on agriculture. Out of a total of 9137 families 3750 families depend on agriculture for their livelihood. Only a meager 77 ie 27 in Nawaganow village of Tunia Gajpur panchayat and 50 families in Udaipur village of Segasai panchayat depend upon on other produces than agriculture for their livelihood. Out of 9137 total sample families 1698 have adopted the occupation of Bidi mazdoors ie 18.6%, 70.8% of the families ie 73 out of 103 families of Parsa village of Sonua Jorapokhar panchayat and Bidi mazdoors. However there are no Bidi mazdoors in villages namely Bonuwa, Aahorbera, Kulundu of Segasai panchayat, and Bhutnasa in Porahat panchayat. The entire family is engaged in Bidi making while has an adverse effect on the health of the children specifically. The occupation is carried out through middlemen hence the poor villagers do not get even the fixed a Rs. 27 per 1,000 Bidis. Only a small 203 families are engaged in the occupation of Brick kiln, the highest being 72 families out of 275 families in Rajgaow of Segasai panchayat. However majority of the villagers do not work in brick kiln. Artisans  families are also seen rarely in seven villages namely Nawagaon of Tunia gajpur, Aasantalia of Aasantalia panchayat, Madanjhahir Udaipur  of Segasai  panchayat, Simbada and Udonchowka and Jhingamircha of  Porahat panchayat.
	Occupation wise Family Details

	
	

	Agricultural Family
	3263

	Bidi Workers Family
	1692

	Brick Kleen family
	202

	Daily Wages Family
	702

	Migration Family
	1639

	Raj Mistri
	256

	Carpenters
	138

	Portary
	9

	Mahua/Tisi
	5

	Hadiya
	5

	Grossary
	11


Daily wage earners are seen but very few in numbers. Only a total of 715 families out of 9180 ie 7.8% are daily wage earners.  However considerable number of families opt for migration in search of better job avenues. Almost 1,515 families out of 9,180 migrate for better prospects ie move to the adjoining industrial belts of Jamshedpur, Jadugora and Durgapur. Migration is overall to the tune of 15.4% which has adverse effect as well on the lives of the villagers along with better life styles. The family life is affected due to higher income leading to indulging in bad habits like ill legitimate relationships, intoxication and the social abuses. Maximum migration is seen in villages like Baljori of Tunia Gajpur panchayat, Debanghir in Aasantalia panchayats and Porahat in Porahat panchayat to the range 43-45%. However certain villages like Kulundu, Simbada, Golasai,, Aaharbera and Madanghahir of Segasai panchayat have zero migration. Other villages where migration is not common is Binka in Bhalurungi panchayat, Mahuldiaha in Sonua Jorapokhar panchayat and Belpose in Tunia gajpur panchayat.
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However, certain skilled persons engage themselves in other occupations as well like Rajmistri, carpenter, Pottery and stone mines. Very few Rajmistries are seen in villages like Nawaganow, Belpose, Jharganow and Chankata in Tunia Gajpur panchayat, Bhalurungi in Bhalurungi panchayat, Konkowa, Debangbir, Taira and Aasantalia falling in Aasantalia panchayat and Udhiya, Bhutnasha and Porahat of Porahat panchayat. Carpenters are overall 121 in number in the entire sample of 49 villagers and Potters are only 12 in number, people engaged in stone mines are total 94 in number out of which 50 belong to Bikrampur in Tunia Gajpur panchayat and 18 are from purpose and Masrikudar having 10. Mahisabera village in segasai panchayat has 15 people working in stone mines.
II. Community resources-
The sample 49 villages from PRA is not much enriched so far the community resources are concerned. There are very few local markets limited to Tunia in Tunia Gajpur panchayat, Saraspose in Bhalurungi panchayat, Bonuwa in Segasai panchayat and Sarandipose in Porahat panchayat. There are meeting place only in villages namely Rupapose, Lakshmipose, Madangjahir, Rajganow, Udniya, Arjunpur and Udonchowka falling in Sonua Jorapokhar, Bhalurungi, Segaisai and Porahat panchayat respectively, total being 7. There are altogether 20 graveyards organized/and burning ghats in the Sonua block. The villagers having these burning ghats and graveyards are gajpur panchayat, Parsa, Madhupur and Narangasai of Sonua Jorapokhar panchayat, Shashikala, Bhalurungi, Binka, Rengalbera and Saraspose in Bhalurungi panchayat, Ragohai, Bendhmara, Debangbir  and Taira in Aasantalia panchayat. Dhalboni, Madangjahir, Rajganow in Segaisai panchayat and Udonchowka of Porahat panchayat also has burning ghat and/organized graveyard.
	Community Resources
	

	
	

	Local market
	4

	Meetings place 
	8

	Shamsan/Graveyard
	23

	Temple
	15

	Mosque
	1

	Club/Akhara
	3

	Sarna asthal
	15

	Playground
	4

	Pond
	21

	Road (Number of village)
	27


There are altogether 15 temples in Sonua block in 49 villages namely Parsa, Rupapose, Jorapokhar, Rengalbera, Saraspose and Laxmipose all in Bhalurungi, Ragohai and Debangbir in Aasantalia panchayat, Madangjahir, Rajganow, Golasai, Aahorbera and Kulundu all in Segaisai panchayat and Udniya in Porahat panchayat. There are only one masque in Madhupur village in Sonua Jorapokhar panchayat. There is no record of any church in any of the sample 49 villages. There are only three clubs existing in the villages namely Narangasai in Sonua Jorapokhar, Udaipur and Kulundu in Segaisai panchayat. Sarna Asthal is found in 15 villages i.e one-third of the sample villages have Sarna Asthal. There are only four play grounds in the entire 49 villages namely Rupapose in Sonua Jorapokhar panchayat, Laxmipose in Bhalurungi panchayat, Dhalboni in Segaisai panchayat and Jhingamircha in Porahat panchayat. There are altogether 21 Ponds in 49 villages.
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There are pucca concrete roads in about 27 villages i.e about 55.1% of the villages have pucca roads. There are about 44.9% villages where only Kutchha roads exist.

III. Land Division-

So far as the land and its nature is concerned, the sample of 49 villages covered for PRA in the Sonua block has been broadly classified into agricultural and non-agricultural land. As the majority of the population base their livelihood on agriculture the data collection could be done exclusively about the agricultural land. The people were readly aware about it. Out of a total of 13,051.99 acres of agricultural land maximum 1,710 acres of land is agricultural land in Bhalurungi villages followed by Porahat having 1,000 acres agricultural land and Baljori having 885 acres. There are many villages having agricultural land to the range of 400 to 150 acres. Villagers falling in this category are Nawaganow, Belpose, Jharganow, Gajpur, Chandopose, Binka, Rengalbera, Laxmipose, Debangbir, Taira, Aasantalia, Banjira, Udaipur and Udniya.
	Land Division

	
	

	Total Agricultural land
	13245

	Total Irrigated land
	3330

	Total Unirrigated Land
	8258

	Upland
	10

	Total Barren Land
	550

	Waste Land
	1016

	Forestry Land
	8


Very few villages have irrigated land as there are no natural organized manmade provisions for irrigation. The low rate of production from the agricultural land can be attributed to lack of irrigational facilities. However maximum 1300 acres is irrigated in Bhalurungi village and 720 acres is irrigated in Porahat village through surprisingly the entire 290 acres of Laxmipose village being irrigated. However the statistics of unirrigated land is much more. Two-thirds of the agricultural land area is irrigated i.e 8,442.09 acres and one-third i.e 4,331.44 acres being irrigated land. The entire land area is unirrigated in Baljori, Nawaganow, Belpose, Jharganow, Tunia, Gajpur, Bikrampur, Chankata, Chandopose, Jorapokhar, Narangasai, Ragohai, Bendhmara, Konkowa, Debangbir, Aasantalia, Udaipur, Segaisai, Golasai, Golemundia, Simbada, Udnia, Bhutnasha, Arjunpur, Sarandipose, Udonchowka and Jhingamircha.
[image: image15.emf]Land Division

13245

3330

8258

10

550

1016

8 0

2000

4000

6000

8000

10000

12000

14000

Total Agricultural land

Total Irrigated land Total Unirrigated LandUpland Total Barren Land

Waste Land Forestry Land

Series1


Not much data was available on upland except 10 acres of upland is Nawaganow. A sum of total of 550.95 acres of land is barren land in sample 50 villages. Maximum 282.03 acres of barren land exists in Madangjahir village of Segaisai panchayat. Other villages where as far as 18-10 acres land is barren land namely Porahat, Bhutnasha, Arjunpur, Bonuwa, Banjira, Taira, Rengalbera, Shashikala and Narangasai. However Rajganow owns 41.13 acres barren land followed by Golasai having 35 acres barren land. The sample of 49 villages has 1,044.23 acres of waste land in total out of which 242.81 acres and 217.80 acres of waste land is alone possessed Banjira and Dhalboni village of Segaisai panchayat closely followed by Rajganow having 172.02 acres in Segaisai panchayat. However no record of wasteland is seen in villages like Mashirkudar, Madhupur and Bhutnasha.
Crop rotation-
The villages covered for PRA in the Sonua block do the work of rotation but to a very limited extent. However the cropping of Kharif and Rabi crops is only done. They do not sow much of Pulses and oilseeds. Only pulses are sown in Baljori village of Tunia Gajpur panchayat with kharif crops. Crop rotation is done with kharif and rabi crops in twenty-two villages out of 49 villages. The remaining twenty six villages only sow kharif crops. Kharif is mostly sown in these areas as cereals are the staple diet of all these people. Besides the nature of soil is also not conductive for growing Rabi crops. Pulses and oilseeds are not their cup of tea; hence the inhabitants are not very much inclined to grow these crops.
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Land Holding Pattern-

Out of total agricultural land area of 13,051.99 acres, alone 6,846 acres of the land area is possessed by ST's i.e schedule tribes. I.e more than 50% land is of the ST's actually being 52.7%. The next majority of land i.e 6,020.66 i.e 46.1% of the agricultural land area is possessed by the OBC’s i.e other Backward castes while a scanty 256 acres of the land area i.e 2% of  the land belongs to the schedule castes.

	Land Holding Pattern

	 
	 

	Total Land
	13051.99 Acre

	ST own Land
	6846 Acre

	SC own Land
	256

	OBC own Land
	6021
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Government facilities-

There are pucca concrete roads in 50% of the villages and the remaining villages have no good communicating roads. Connecting roads are either nalas, rivers organized Kutcha roads. The provision of electricity has been provided in some of the villages namely ************************.

Electric poles for electricity have been installed and it is expected that electricity will come sooner. The disgusting fact that people are not even provided the basic amenities of health which is clear from  the fact that only four health centers are there in 49 sample villages. These health centers are in Tunia in Tunia Gajpur panchayat, Rupapose in Sonua Jorapokhar, Bhalurungi in Bhalurungi panchayat, and Aasantalia in Aasantalia panchayat. The public distribution system shops are only available in 17 villages i.e 34% of the villages. Only 14 villages have pools. There are very few ponds but none of the ponds are non-functional. 22 ponds are there in 49 which are functional; i.e 44% ponds are available. 49 villages have only three check dams. These check dams are available only in Gajpur in Tunia Gajpur panchayat, Binka in Bhalurungi panchayat and Udonchowka village in Porahat panchayat. About 25 villages i.e 50% of the villages have hand pumps in running condition. Altogether there are 548 hand pumps out of which 415 hand pumps are in running condition. The remaining 133 hand pumps are not functional and needs repair. Rural banks are there only in four villages namely Tunia and Bikrampur in Tunia Gajpur panchayat, Rupapose in Sonua Jorapokhar panchayat and Saraspose in Bhalurungi panchayat. The lack of rural banks in the villages in this era reflects the lackadaisical attitude of the government, so far development is concerned. 
	Government facilities 
	

	 
	

	Pukka road
	25

	Health centre
	5

	PDS
	17

	Pools
	14

	Functioning ponds
	22

	Checkdam
	3

	Handpumps
	25

	Banks
	4

	Train line
	3

	School
	27

	Primary school
	12

	Middle school
	3

	High school
	2

	Aanganwari
	46

	Lift irrigation
	4

	Panchayat bhavan
	5

	Block office
	1

	Post office
	3

	Police station
	1

	Telephone
	5

	Community hall
	5


Train lines are not available in any of the villages except three villages namely Tunia in Tunia Gajpur, Rajganow and Aahorbera in Segaisai panchayat. There are about 27 villages where govt. schools are available i.e 54% of the villages have schools. Out of this there are 12 primary schools; three middle schools are there in Jharganow and Gajpur in Tunia Gajpur panchayat and Laxmipose in Bhalurungi panchayat. There are only two high schools in Tunia in Tunia Gajpur panchayat and Laxmipose in Bhalurungi panchayat.

Aanganbari centers are found in almost all the villages except Mashirkudar village in Sonua Jorapokhar panchayat. These Aanganbari do exist but are deprived of infrastructure and Aanganbari Sevikas. Hence these centers do not meet the expectations of the inhabitants. Lift irrigational facilities are only available in four villages namely in Mashirkudar village and Narangasai in Sonua Jorapokhar panchayat, Taira in Aasantalia panchayat and Arjunpur in Porahat panchayat. panchayat bhavan is available only in five villages namely Belpose and Tunia in Tunia Gajpur panchayat, Bhalurungi in Bhalurungi panchayat, Aasantalia in Aasantalia panchayat and Segaisai in Segaisai panchayat. hence this reflects the lack of interest of the govt. in promoting governance through panchayati raj institutions as panchayat is the basis on which villages govern themselves. There is a proper block office only in one village namely Rupapose in Sonua Jorapokhar panchayat. The remaining 48 villages even suffer a block office where masses can approach for government agencies pertaining to their problems.
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The govt. infrastructure like post office, police stations, community halls are also very few. There are post-offices only in three villages namely Tunia in Tunia Gajpur panchayat, Bhalurungi in Bhalurungi panchayat and Aasantalia in Aasantalia panchayat. There is only one police station in Mahuldiaha in Sonua Jorapokhar panchayat among 49 villages. Telephone lines are available only in five villages namely Chandipose in Tunia Gajpur panchayat, Mahudiaha in Sonua Jorapokhar, Jorapokhar and Konkowa in Aasantalia panchayat and Mahisabera in Segaisai panchayat. Community halls are limited to six villages only namely Tunia in Tunia Gajpur panchayat, Mashirkudar, Udaipur, Rajganow and Aahorbera  in Segaisai panchayat and Arjunpur in Porahat panchayat.
Natural resources-

The natural resources of a community indicates the natural wealth it possesses. The natural resources include rivers, mountains, forest, stone mines and drains & springs. There are about twenty-nine villages have no rivers. Mountains are found only in 12 villages which is about 25% of the total sample of 49 villages. Resources and that 100 natural resources are very scanty. Forest areas are also very scantily available in seven villages namely Baljori and Chankata in Tunia Gajpur panchayat, Aasantalia in Aasantalia panchayat, Simbada in Segaisai panchayat, Udniya, Bhutnasha and Jhingamircha in porahat panchayat. The other remaining 42 villages are bereft of forest which clearly shows that people cannot even depend on forest and its produce for secondary and alternative source of income. There are about six villages only where stone mines are found. These villages are namely Mashirkudar village in Sonua Jorapokhar, Shashikala, Rengalbera in Bhalurungi panchayat, Kulundu in Segaisai panchayat, Udniya and Jhingamircha in Porahat panchayat. Drains are available in almost 30 villages i.e about 60% villages have drains. Springs are however very rare in the Sonua block. Out of the sample of 49 villages only three of them have springs namely Rajganow and Simbada in Segaisai panchayat and Jhingamircha in Porahat panchayat.
	Natural Resources
	

	Rivers
	20

	Mountain
	12

	Forest
	7

	Stone mines
	6

	Nala/Drain
	30

	Spring
	3
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Family  occupation month wise-

Business of the area-

The total number of families engaged in apart from agriculture (which is the main income generating option) is 1,568 out of a total families engaged in other occupations is 350 from village Porahat in Porahat panchayat. the second in line is village Sonapose from Sonua Jorapokhar panchayat having 225 families engaged in business apart from agriculture. This occupation engagement ranges from two months to the entire twelve months annually. However most of the villages show very few people being engaged in business. The higher the number of people adopting business, the better and afferent is the living standard and lifestyle of the people. This indicates that in villages where people adopt other trade as a business, others also can be made to adopt this occupation like artisan work, pottery, carpentry etc. with requisite skills and training imparted to them. But then round the tear engagement is missing as 8 months, 10 months period show zero figures. These figures suggest that the people are not very cagily made to adopt other occupation to earn livelihood besides agriculture. Hence they remain out of work for most of the year and thereby remain poor and suffer malnutrition, malnoushishment and diseases prone. The lifestyle is very low and has direct impact on their lives. The number of families engaged in business for 2 months, 4 months, 6 months, 8 months, 10 months and 12 months is 490, 214,365,101,64 and 353 respectively.  
Well Being- Agriculture Family-
The well beingness of the block and the sample fifty villages is judged by the agriculture and crop production within a year. The better the crop lifestyles and worth of the family. They do not produce Rabi crops much as the staple diet is rice and rice based cereals, and hence they engage more in producing Kharif crops only. The Kharif crops grown for 2 months within a year is by 2,394 families in sample of 49 villages and 1,718 families grow Kharif crops for 2-6 months. The Kharif crop is grown by 747 families for 6-9 months and 511 families for 9 to 12 months. Cent percent Kharif crop is grown by 246 families in 49 villages throughout the year. The trend of Kharif production reduces as the duration of months enhances which suggests that the sustainability is not there and not many people have sufficient income from agriculture and its produce, there are 625 families producing Rabi crops upto 2 months and 196 families growing Rabi crops for 2-6 months and 28 families depending on Rabi crops for 6-9 months and 17 depend on Rabi and its production for 9-12 months.
	Well being –Agriculture family
	

	Kharif grown for 2 months within a year
	2,394

	Kharif grown for 2-6 months within a year
	1,718

	Kharif grown for 6-9 months within a year
	747

	Kharif grown for 9-12 months within a year
	511

	Kharif grown for throughout year
	246

	Rabi grown for 2 months within a year
	625

	Rabi grown for 2-6 months within a year
	196

	Rabi grown for 6-9 months within a year
	28

	Rabi grown for 9-12 within a year
	17


The data was collected to assess the well beingness of the people and the data reflects that the people are not much well to do and the income generated from the agriculture produce is not sufficient to enable them have a very high lifestyles. Much needs to be done in this area to enhance crop production and give place to scientific techniques of agriculture. Improved quality seeds, crop rotation, high quality manure and innovative training can result in better yields and thereby sustainability.
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Conclusion- 
At the outset when SMS began the work of PRA, it appeared as a voluminous task and somewhat a difficult one. Collection of data from a sample of 49 villages after through discussion with the people of the community was not a joke. The organization during the “SAMUNNATI” project and PRA became enriched with better knowledge regarding the villages of the Sonua block and was able to assess the real depth of the block. It gained better understanding of the resources available in the block and its problems.

PRA also enabled us to realize the potential community resources in the block, the exiting govt. schemes for the welfare of the people. We were able to make differences between the real data available and the govt. facilities available to cater to these problems. PRA exercise gave a major break through towards the women force- their mobilization and make them realize their potential and drive them psychologically and emotionally to achieve their rights and goal.

PRA exercise enabled in better problem identification and poverty analysis. The idea of collectiveness was developed among the people and they were able to realize the fact that nothing can be achieved in isolation.
The community be it male, female organized adolescents were able to realize their actual self and PRA follow-up made them take constructive initiatives towards strategy making to access their potential, resources and come forward to fight for their rights, welfare and entitlement that is at the disposal of the society as whole.
“SAMUNNATI”- Participatory Rural Appraisal
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